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In contradistinction to the old idea of referring
every observed phenomenon of the nature of the
existence of species, the structure of animal forms,
etc., of which we saw no explanation to the immediate
interposition of the Supreme Being, we have nowa-
days a widely-spread adoption of the idea of evolution.
In order to discuss with any profit the bearing of
ideas of evolution on Theism, we must first of all ex-
plain the sense in which we use the term evolution.

Now I think that the idea ordinarily attached to
it is, that the various observed phenomena are the
immediate outcome respectively of something else,
from whence they flow as necessary results. In this
process we do not think of the origin of these laws;
we take them as we find them, or as they have been
arrived at, often slowly, by a long train of scientific
investigation. At a later stage of scientific progress
these laws are themselves regarded as the outcome
of laws yet more elementary, and so on. The imme-
diately observed phenomena are thus regarded as the
last links in a chain of cause and effect, a chain in
which the deduction of link from link does not in-
volve the idea of design.

But the evidence of design afforded by the adap-
tation of organs to their functions and of living
creatures to their environment is not thus eliminated
unless we assume that this process, which we can
actually trace only a little way, is capable of in-
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